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Since 1986, Lyon Convention Bureau, the business tourism department of the Visitors 
Bureau, provides you non-partial advice and information on the city’s business tourism 
offer.  

It supports your project, from its design right through its execution.   

The Convention Bureau executes feasibility study for your event (providing contacts with 
local service providers, planning the event, organising inspection visits, providing 
contacts with local institutions, providing promotion tools, etc.).    

Largely funded by Institutions, the Lyon Convention Bureau works in partnership with almost 80 
local professional members that have all signed a quality charter.  

Bolstered by this synergy, the Convention Bureau and its partners are present in trade shows in 
France and abroad.    

THE CONVENTION BUREAU PLAYS MANY ROLES  

Helping clients in the choice of local service providers to set up their events:  

o Free feasibility study of events (calls for tender sent to local providers) as per the 
customer’s specifications.  

o Planning of the event in accordance with the customer’s obligations and the timetable of 
events in the city of Lyon. 

o Help with drawing up the budget, selecting local suppliers and the most appropriate 
venues. 

o Setting up and promoting candidature files for events organised by international 
associations:  

o Drawing up of candidature files for the City for major events in the official language of 
the congress. 

o Reception of decision-makers for an inspection visit.               

Role and mission of the CONVENTION BUREAU 

 

In 2005, the Convention Bureau brought about 266 Events, 
Among them, 46 were international events 
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NEW ACTIONS OF THE CONVENTION BUREAU 
IN FAVOUR OF THE CITY’S CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE    

Attracting new events is a tremendous vector for promoting Greater Lyon. It provides a 
focus on certain strong points in the economy of the city and its outlying area (target 
sectors, research and education capacities, and investment opportunities).    

To defend the candidature of Lyon as the host city of major international events, the 
Lyon Convention Bureau capitalises on the city’s centres of excellence and its priority 
industrial sectors.    

It thus makes in-depth analyses to identify what Lyon has to offer and to position it in the 
national and international context. 
In this approach, the Convention Bureau works closely with local partners (event venues) to set 
up future business action plans.  

Analyses of centres of excellence conducted by the Convention Bureau cover the following 
sectors:  

 

Life sciences  

 

Cancer 

 

Biotechnologies 

 

Neurosciences 

 

Viro-immunology 

 

Information and Communication Technology 

 

Environment 

 

Mechanics/bodywork/Automotive industry 

 

Fashion/Textiles 

 

Chemicals 

 

Materials 

 

Food processing     

Supported by these centres of excellence, the work of the Convention Bureau is structured 
around 2 major segments to increase the number of events organised by the city:  

o The association market (congresses, conferences, symposia) 
o The corporate market (conventions, seminars, product launches, incentive events).          
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2003 : 24 international events  

 

2004 : 30 international events   

France is, in fact, since 1992, the country that welcomes the most international 
organisations after the United States ahead of the UK and Germany.   

The French market represents €4.57 billion.  

If Lyon occupies the third position in this flourishing market, it is because it has developed a 
varied structural offer (the three major sites : Palais des Congrès - Eurexpo - Halle Tony Garnier 
– can welcome several thousand delegates), it occupies a strategic location within Europe and 
benefits from a strong political will to make the city one of the leading business tourism locations 
in Europe by reinforcing its international dimension in this sector.   

FROM JUNE 2006, LYON WILL OFFER THE 2ND BIGGEST CAPACITY  
TO WELCOME CONGRESSES IN FRANCE :      

A FEW FIGURES GIVEN BY THE MAJOR LYON-BASED BUSINESS SITES FOR 2005 :  

PALAIS DES CONGRES (Convention Centre) :  
o 320 conventions ; 
o 987 251 sqm rented ; 
o Occupancy rate :  33,11 % (+ 14,72% compared to 2004) ; 
o Turnover : 10 213 000 € (+20,66% compared to 2004).  

EUREXPO (Exhibition Centre) :  

 

90 events : 390 000 professional visitors and 1 269 000 public visitors ; 

 

46 exhibitions : 24 professional exhibitions (368 000 visitors) and 22 public exhibitions (1 211 
000 visitors).  

TRADE FAIRS & CONVENTIONS generate some 300,000 room-nights per year.    

Eurexpo,  
one of the 20 biggest  

European exhibition centre 
The extension of the « Palais des Congrès » 

 

This Convention Center and the new Hall 66  
can welcome 200 up to 20 000 people, 

105 000 sqm of flexible exhibition centre.  

From 2006, at the official opening of the Salle 3000, 
its global surface will turns from 

8 200 into 25 000 sqm 
and its capacity 

from 6 500 up to 19 000 people. 

STATISTICS of the Lyon Market 
in Business Tourism 
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Lyon, a city of EXCHANGE was the first to welcome the first great merchant fairs since the Middle 
Ages.    

A city of FINANCE, it innovated by creating currencies and the first banking system in France. 
This is the birthplace of Crédit Lyonnais, the first bank created by and for the silk manufacturers.    

A city of RESEARCH AND INNOVATION, of major industrial groups established here such as 
Aventis, Biomérieux, Boiron and Merial. The Institut Mérieux is the world’s leading vaccine 
producer and the International Agency for Research on Cancer and European Centre for 
Research in Immunovirology are supported by a network of elite schools and universities 
(15,000 students in the medical sector).    

A city of INFORMATION AND NEW TECHNOLOGY, Lyon is home to the world headquarters of 
Interpol (cooperation between the police departments of 177 States) since 1989.  
The city is also a global leader in the interactive leisure industry with companies such as Atari 
and Electronic Arts, which rely on a network of international-scale Lyon-based developers. 
Finally, Lyon is at the heart of the  
e-learning and e-training network started up at the E.M.Lyon campus (network of French 
business schools).    

A city of major ARCHITECTURAL AND LANDSCAPE PROJECTS and of designers with over a hundred 
completed projects to rehabilitate public places in Lyon since 1989. Renzo Piano and Daniel 
Buren, Jean Michel Wilmotte and Yann Kersalé testify to this modern movement. In 2007, the 
future “Life Science Museum” will be established in the futuristic compound of “Cristal Nuage”, a 
surprising architectural project designed by the Austrian firm, Coop & Himmelblau.                       

Exceptional Heritage, inventive Gastronomy… 
LYON CONSTANTLY SURPRISES by the scope of its know-how 
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THE EVENT HOSTING STRUCTURES IN LYON PUT A STRONG FOCUS ON SCALABILITY  
In 2006, Lyon will be one of the 3 French cities to offer an amphitheatre of over 3,000 seats and 
one of 15 international cities known for their excellent convention facilities. 
      

EFFICIENT AND SOMETIMES EVEN ORIGINAL PUBLIC TRANSPORT !  

As the first urban district to have set up an urban transportation plan in 1997, Lyon is naturally 
the first to revise it. 
A new tramway generation will soon allow a direct link between Saint Exupéry airport and the 
Cité Internationale, and also a link between the city centre and the Confluent district, an area 
currently undergoing drastic change which will be the site of the new life science museum in 
2007.  

Crossed by both the Rhône and the Saône rivers, Lyon is home to a number of river transport 
companies that can run services during major events (from September 2003 to January 2004, a 
river shuttle service took visitors from the Biennial Contemporary Art Exhibition to the city centre 
right up to la Sucrière - Confluent district).         

SURPRISING QUALITY OF LIFE  

In the evening, after a convention or meeting, Lyon has its many historic districts and museums 
to distract visitors. The great brasseries, casinos or inimitable typically Lyonnais “bouchon” 
restaurants also provide moments of hospitality. Wine and heritage lovers can also take the 
opportunity to visit one of the magnificent chateaux of the Beaujolais.     

SEE NEXT PAGES THE MAIN VENUES   

THE CONVENTION CENTRE : PALAIS DES CONGRES AND ITS EXTENSION  

THE EXHIBITION CENTRE : EUREXPO AND ITS EXTENSION  

HALLE TONY GARNIER  

ESPACE TETE D’OR    

Sites in Lyon that are undergoing a real METAMORPHOSIS,

 
Like the City itself  !
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LYON CONVENTION CENTRE 
Palais des Congrès de Lyon   
w w w . p a l a i s - d e s - c o n g r e s . c o m   

Located at the gateway to the city centre, 10 minutes from the Part-Dieu TGV train 
station, 25 minutes from Lyon-Saint Exupéry Airport, Lyon Convention Centre - GL 
events group - is set in a beautiful natural environment between the Tête d'Or Park and 
the river Rhône.  
It forms the heart of the Cité internationale, a very lively district, brainchild of the Italian 
architect Renzo Piano: visitors can arrive for their appointment by boat, go to the cinema 
or a museum, find accommodation in internationally renowned hotels, go for a walk in a 
105-hectare park or gamble in a casino... And all this on the same site.  

This venue was designed to offer comfort, elegance and extreme visibility. It is characterised by 
large volumes and particularly well-finished modular spaces, combined with reliable and 
functional organisation.   

In 2006, with the opening of Salle 3000 and the exhibition forums, the Lyon Convention Centre 
will triple its surface area and conference capacity. Its total surface area will increase from 8,170 
m2 to 25,000 m2 and its conference capacity from 6,500 to 19,000 people.   

> CURRENT FACILITIES  

o Lumière auditorium :  900 seats 
It offers 900 terraced seats, a 310 m² stage, accessible by vehicle. All technical configurations 
are possible. 4 interpreting booths. 

o Pasteur amphitheatre: 300 seats 
It offers enhanced acoustic quality through an original oval layout. 

o Salon Pasteur : 300 m2 
Ball-room space. 

o Grand Forum : 3000 m2 without pillars 
Divisible into 3 independent spaces (including a catering area covering 700 m2). 

o 16 meeting rooms 
Distributed over the 3 upper floors for 10 to 300 people. 

o Roof-top terrace  

Catering 
The current convention centre can serve up to 3,342  place settings in total capacity, including 
1,600 in one single volume.  

Equipment 
All stage, technical and decorative configurations are possible. 
- network connections - high-speed Internet access - creation of visual aids - ‘live’ webcasts - 
Cortex solution (projection preparation for speakers) - high-performance, cutting-edge 
audiovisual technology – video projection, video capture, satellite reception, light displays, 
sound systems…  

Services  
Whether integrated or provided by accredited outside suppliers, they are orchestrated by the 
team of the Lyon Convention Centre.   

http://www.palais-des-congres.com
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Accessibility of disabled persons 
Adapted rooms with appropriate sound systems. Visual aids in all rooms.  

2 car-parks 
2,150 spaces  

Access by bus 
2 lines: n° 4 and n° 47. 
Possibility of setting up specific transfers.  

Access by boat 
A landing stage for all types of boats is located in front of the convention centre.   

Facilities on the site  

Hilton Lyon : With 201 rooms, 2 restaurants (the “Hilton Brasserie” and “The Blue Elephant” 
Thai restaurant), 14 meeting rooms and a health centre (fitness, jacuzzi, Turkish bath), the 
Hilton offers its internationally recognised services. http://www.hilton-lyon.com

 

Casino le Pharaon : the casino, decorated in an Egyptian style, currently offers 20 traditional 
gaming tables (English roulette, black-jack, punto banco, etc.) and 250 slot machines.  

Museum of Contemporary Art : open from Wednesday to Sunday, from 12 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

http://www.moca-lyon.org

  

Customer references   

 

Congrès européen d’endocrinologie 

 

Défilé de mode de l’exposition « 50 ans de mode italienne » 

 

Colloque Europasia 

 

World Vaccine Congress 

 

International Conference on silicone Carbide and Related Materials 

 

Sommet mondial des villes et des pouvoirs locaux sur la société de l’information   

> EXTENSION OF THE PALAIS DES CONGRES 
     J u n e 2 0 0 6  

In June 2006, the extension of the Lyon Convention Centre will be completed and it will be part 
of a large complex comprising:  

 

A 3,000-seat modular amphitheatre 

 

An additional exhibition area of 5400 m²  

 

1500 m² of new meeting rooms 

 

A 1,200-space underground car park 

 

A new hotel :“Hôtel de la Cité” (Louvre Hotels Group) – 169 rooms 

 

A 3* apartment hotel – 100 apartments 

 

A fast connection with Lyon-Sant Exupéry airport (Leslys tramway line)   

http://www.hilton-lyon.com
http://www.moca-lyon.org
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SALLE 3000 : A 3,000-SEAT AMPHITHEATRE SPANNING 180°  

A figurehead at the entrance to the city in its daring architecture inspired by Roman amphitheatres, and a 
reminder of Lyon's prestigious past, this hall will be a new emblem for Lyon.  
The amphitheatre, designed to make it easier to alternate events of different types, can be configured in a 
large number of ways, such as: a 180° hemicycle for conventions and professional events and a 120° hall 
for shows. 
It is a hemicycle that opens onto its stage area and access passages. There is no partitioning between 
the different areas (hall, stage, access passages, etc.), and the idea is for it to be more like a stadium, or 
even a circus, than an Italian-style theatre.   

The amphitheatre will be able to function on its own, and even at lower capacity, but also as part of a 
general ’arrangement’ including the public square. One of the main characteristics of the amphitheatre is 
to be part of an arrangement, and not to be an isolated space. 
It must not be just another large hall among all the large convention and conference halls all over the 
world, but a remarkable venue on a par with the great innovative halls such as the Philharmonic in Berlin, 
Madison Square Garden and the POPB (the multipurpose sports centre in Paris Bercy).  

  

The Salle 3000 – Inauguration on June 1st 2006  

THREE RECEPTION AREAS  

In addition to the existing entrance hall (850 m2) and to allow for optimum management of events, the 
future Convention Center will have two additional entrance halls. 
Ground floor entrance hall: situated at the level of the public square and the amphitheatre stage, it will be 
used essentially for public events (shows and conventions) taking place in Salle 3000 only. 
Entrance hall on level -1: situated on the same level as the existing Lumière Auditorium, this hall of 1,862 
m2 will serve all the private events. 
Like the glass pyramid entrance to the Louvre, this area serves to  direct visitors towards the various halls 
in the Convention Centre.  

The exhibition forums of 5,400 sqm naturally became the continuity of the existing Grand Forum. 
This new exhibition area naturally became the continuity of the existing one, with an extension of the 
sunken courtyard and delivery bays.  
It takes up the same principles as the existing forum regarding the modular nature of the space: 
according to these same principles, the distribution of spaces by the continuous foyer like an immense 
covered street, assists this modular arrangement (independent points of access, fluidity of movement, 
etc.). 
Total exhibition surface available in  2006 (6 forums): 8,500 m2.   
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10 committee rooms   
There will also be new committee rooms (an additional 1,500 m2): to maximise the committee rooms 
space, some are situated on level  -1, directly linked to the exhibition areas, and some will be built in the 
superstructure, linked to Salle 3000. Two rooms are situated in the façade on the public square (the size 
of the largest one is 410 sqm).  

The rear part of the stage will open up onto the square 
It will be possible to open up the rear part of the stage of Salle 3000 onto the square itself, allowing both 
shows (with the artists having the benefit of perfect technical conditions on stage) and film showings 
(similar to the summer film showings at the Parc de la Villette in Paris) to be held here. 
The central part of the square should be a venue for several types of events: temporary installations, 
assemblies and meetings, and also skateboarding and rollerblading.    

HOTEL OFFER NEARBY THE LYON CONVENTION CENTRE : 
1,000 HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS VERY CLOSE TO THE CITÉ INTERNATIONALE    

In addition to the existing 201-room Hilton Hotel, delegates will also be able to find at the Cité 
internationale a three-star residential hotel with 107 apartments and a large, 661 m2 brasserie for dining 
or drinking on the ground floor next to the Tête d’Or Park.    

A second, three-star hotel called the Hôtel de la Cité, which has 169 rooms and a ground floor restaurant, 
will be operated by a franchise of the Louvre Hotels group: the result of a merger between the Louvre 
Hotels (Crillon hotel, Martinez hotel, among others) and the Envergure group (Concorde, Kyriad Prestige, 
Campanile, etc.).   

Thus, with the Hilton Hotel, the Hôtel de la Cité, and the Alliade group’s residential hotel, there will be 477 
rooms and apartments available to visitors to Lyon and the Cité Internationale. If we add to that the Reine 
Astrid residential hotel (92 apartments) in the city’s 6th arrondissement, the Hôtel des Congrès (136 
rooms), the Holiday Inn Garden Court (55 rooms) in Villeurbanne and the Etap (69 rooms) and Ibis (114 
rooms ) hotels in the mixed development zone of St Clair-Caluire, there are almost 1,000 
accommodations in different category hotels near the Cité Internationale and the Lyon Convention 
Centre.  

  

The Cité Internationale
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Eurexpo 
Convention & Exhibition Centre                                            
w w w . e u r e x p o . c o m    

Just 20 minutes from the international airport and 20 minutes from Lyon centre, Eurexpo 
is already listed as one of the great European exhibition centres.  

This site, which welcomes major events and exhibition-conventions, has come through a 
new phase in its development with the inauguration in October 2004 of the new Hall 66, 
which leads it to exceed 100,000 sqm.     

> FACILITIES   

Spacious and user-friendly, it provides an ideal setting for successful major events. Its vast halls 
are entirely scalable to requirements and several meeting rooms adapt to the dimension of each 
event.  
The current site stretches over 111 hectares and includes 12 adjoining halls with ground floor 
access. Moreover, Eurexpo has 3 separate entrances and all the halls are linked together. This 
layout guarantees an optimal flow of visitors.  
All the halls have their own service areas with adjoining meeting rooms, catering, open spaces, 
etc.   

Catering 
Eurexpo has 6 restaurants to meet current catering needs and 8 bars for business lunches, gala 
evenings, cocktail functions or on-site or on-stand catering.   

Car parks 
7,000 visitor spaces and 3,000 exhibitor spaces.  

Access 
Easy access on the A43, Eurexpo is also close to the business airport of Lyon Bron.  

Hotels 
28 hotels are located within 5 minutes of Eurexpo.                  

http://www.eurexpo.com
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THE ALTO SPACE  

Open since January 2002, this area is dedicated to conventions and corporate events and 
combines comfort and user-friendliness.  
A reception, service and catering zone on the first level. An exhibition zone on the ground floor 
and modular meeting rooms on the top floor. 
7,200 m² over 3 floors with a separate entrance and adjacent car parks (1,600 ground floor car 
park spaces and 200 VIP and disabled spaces). Each level is linked by escalators and lifts for 
easy visitor flow.   

   

THE DOMINO SPACES  

The Small Domino and Big Domino spaces consist of 10 modular rooms capable of receiving 
between 20 and 600 delegates for conventions, seminars, etc.    

THE DOME (COVERING 3,300 SQM)  

Its architecture, central position and structure make it a privileged meeting place. A genuine 
crossroads between the exhibition halls, laid out in a semi-circle and the various meeting rooms, 
it allows the simultaneous organisation of exhibitions and meetings. It is also a zone where all 
services are provided: currency exchange, cash dispenser, first-aid post, bars, restaurants, 
cloakrooms, etc.   

THE OUTDOOR EXHIBITION AND DEMONSTRATION AREA  

The all-terrain 4X4 course and its speed ring, ideal for vehicle testing, allow demonstrations of 
vehicles and equipment during the major technical events.    

Customer references:
For shows : 

 

Pollutec (Reed Exposition France) ; 

 

Motek ; 

 

International swimming pool fair (Salon 
International de la Piscine (Sepelcom) ; 

 

SIRHA, International Hotel Catering and 
Food Trade Exhibition ; 

 

Bocuse d’Or, World Cuisine Contest 

For conventions : 

 

Renault Trucks 

 

Fiat 

 

Total 

 

MAAF Assurance 

 

Crédit Mutuel 

 

Bayer Cropscience
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> EUREXPO EXTENSION 
     Since October 2004  

Eurexpo invested € 38 million in developing an additional 17 hectares.  
These new spaces opened in September 2004 in conjunction with one of the new Lyon-
based exhibitions : Pollutec.   

HALL 66, A CUSTOMISED SPACE  

The key project of the expansion plan was the creation of the new “hall 66”.  
It is located perpendicularly to hall 6 which is itself extended by 3,800m². On each side, meeting 
rooms and new catering and relaxation areas are built, as well as galleries leading to halls 5 
and 8.  

Representing a technical feat in their own right, the 12,000 m2 covered without a supporting 
pillar and 12 metres under the ceiling are bathed in light. The peripheral galleries host several 
services. This architecture opens new perspectives to exhibition organisers and exhibitors. Such 
large volumes facilitate the assembly and dismantling of stands and the display of large vehicles 
or equipment. They can also accommodate impressive scenographic presentations.   

With its own entrance, hall 66 leads directly to visitor and exhibitor car parks located nearby. It 
can be used as an independent venue or a space completely integrated into the Eurexpo 
structure.    

  

The Hall 66   

THE RING  

The creation of a ring road around Eurexpo changes the lives of exhibitors and organisers.  
This orbital road, accessible from major roads, offers rapid and easy access to car parks and 
exhibition halls. With this new road, assembly and dismantling of exhibitors’ stands is drastically 
improved. 
A new storage zone for heavy goods vehicles reinforces security at the site. 
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HALLE TONY GARNIER 
w w w . h a l l e - t o n y - g a r n i e r . f r   

The Halle Tony Garnier is becoming a 
modern and efficient, unique, historic 
monument.  

Since it was first presented on the stage 
of the International Exhibition of 1914, 
the Halle Tony Garnier has always been 
a major player in the city and generated 
movement and exchange.    

It has experienced a varied career : from being part of the La Mouche abattoir complex, ten years ago it 
became a prestigious entertainment venue.  

With its 210 metre wide and 80 metre high iron and glass architecture, the Halle Tony Garnier is a long 
building where the 6,000m² of glazing lets through the daylight.   

After the renovation work that finished in June 2000, the spaces are now modular.   

They allow the organisation of exceptional and varied events (concerts, trade shows and conventions, 
exhibitions, cultural and sporting events) for audiences ranging from 3,000 to 17,000 people.  

The great hall at the Halle Tony Garnier has a mobile and retractable terrace system for 7,500 seats + 
500 flat.  

Thanks to the two 170 m long suspended gangways, the audience has a panoramic view of this 17,000  
m2 area. The acoustics and automatic shutting of all the glazed windows cut out all external pollution. 
Air- conditioning provides the necessary comfort for this type of structure.   

Two pavilions have also been built on the North and South squares, one for event organisers (boxes and 
cloakrooms) and the other houses a security post and centralised technical management room.  

Car Park Project  

The enhancement of the immediate approaches : an underground 450 space car park as well as direct 
access to the Halle and pedestrian path to the Rhône.  

Customer references   

 

EHA Congress (European Hematology) 

 

French Financial Union 

 

Mahana travel fair 

 

Maison Passion (house fair) 

 

Student fair 

 

Handica  

Concerts  

 

Ben Harper 

 

Robbie Williams 

 

David Bowie 

 

Muse 

 

Placebo 


